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Smith’s New Map of London 1860 

 

This guide introduces you to a selection of the many points of interest in the 
Bermondsey Street area. The walk starts and finishes on Bermondsey Street at 
the junction with St Thomas St. It takes about 1-1.5 hours.  
 
Acknowledgements – compiled by Clare Birks based on information provided by local 
historian Jennie Howells (howellsjc@aol.com). Local photographs by Denis Loretto.  



Map of the Points of Interest included in the Trail
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Points of Interest
1 Bermondsey St
2 Railway Viaduct
3 The Woolyard
4 The Shared
5 68-78 Bermondsey St
6 8 Tyers Gate
7 Leathermarket Gardens
8 Snowsfields
9 Guinness Estate
10 Arthur’’s Mission
11 The Leather Exchange
12 The Leather  Market
13 Railings
14 Simon the Tanner
15 Hepburn & Gale
16 Quaker Burial Ground

17 Bermondsey Abbey
18 The Antiques Market
19 Drinking Fountain
20 Watch House
21 St Mary Magdalen Churchyard
22 Wall Painting
23 St Mary Magdalen Church
24 Time & Talents
25 Christy’s Hats
26 White Cube
27 124-130 Bermondsey St

28 Tanner Street Park
29 The Woolpack
30 Fashion & Textile Museum
31 Bramah House
32 47-63 Bermondsey St

             



Stand at the junction of Bermondsey Street and St Thomas St and look south 
down Bermondsey St.... 
 
1 Bermondsey Street – a direct route south east from London Bridge 
In historic times this area was marshland. To the north west was the area now 
the site of London Bridge and to the south east, an area of higher ground 
which in Saxon times in the 7th and 8th centuries, went by the name 
Beormund’s Eye (hence the current name 
Bermondsey). People wanted to be able to cross 
the marsh to and from Beormund’s Eye without 
getting their feet wet and so a causeway was 
made, along the route of what is now 
Bermondsey Street. Today, it is still the most 
direct route south east from London Bridge. The 
picture shows how Bermondsey St looked in the 
early 19th century.  
 
Turn and look north at the railway viaduct and arches.... 
 

 
 
2 Bermondsey Street Railway Viaduct and Arches 
This brick railway viaduct is a remarkable structure. One span carried the very 
first commuter railway track into central London in the 1830s. It came 4 miles 
from Greenwich. At first, the railway terminated close to Bermondsey St, but 
by 1836 the London Bridge Station building was open and trains continued 
West into the station. Other railways, such as the London to Croydon, began to 
use the same route and the increase in traffic led to an extension of the arches 
southwards in 1864-6. The viaduct now carries 14 railway tracks at the 
Bermondsey St arch. 

  



The arches were designed by Charles Henry 
Driver, a Victorian architect, well-known for 
other railway projects and the Abbey Mills 
Pumping station. They are of red, black and 
white polychromatic brickwork with stone 
carved capitals and hood-moulds. The carved 
faces are believed by some to be portraits of 
engineers who contributed to the building of the viaduct. The brickwork of 
many of the arches is being restored as part of the Thameslink project at 
London Bridge Station. The arches are now protected by being ‘listed’. This 
means that permission is needed from the local Council to change them.  
 
Turn again to the south and walk south down 
the west side of Bermondsey Street till you 
come to.... 
 
3 The ‘Woolyard’  
Woolstaplers were trading in wool and wool 
products in Bermondsey St as early as the 15th 
century. By the late 18th and 19th centuries, 
there were many wool staplers and wool 
processors in the area. The Woolyard was 
named after Healey’s Woolstaplers which was 
nearby in the 18th century. The Woolyard 
building is now a complex of small offices. 
 

 
 
Also nearby was Gaitskells distillery which 
made a widely known brand of gin, a cheap 
and popular drink at the time. The Gaitskell 
family played an important role in 18th and 
early 19th century Bermondsey social life. We’ll 
come back to them later when we see their 
family vaults in St.Mary Magdalen churchyard.  

Woolstaplers bought wool from 
sheep farmers and local 
fellmongers (leather skin 
scrapers). They sorted, graded and 
processed it for onward sale to 
hatters and woollen and worsted 
manufacturers. The wool trade 
with other countries was 
fundamental to Britain’s wealth.  

From the Gallery of Comicalities 
1880 
 
'In former times we'd Goblins,  
Fairies, witches, ghosts and sprites 
Who ruled the people's minds by day 
And played sad pranks o'nights.  
But now the tales of ghosts and such 
The people can't take in 
They won't believe in spirits 
Yet they put their faith in gin. 
 
Gin, gin,sweet, sweet gin 
There's no drops like gin 
Gin, gin, Gaitskell's gin 
Gin, gin, Gaitskell's gin.' 



Walk on until you reach Carmarthen Place 
on your right. Look down the lane and you 
will see.... 
 
 
4 The Shared 2014 
This glorious statue was created through 
the work of over 100 local residents and 
brought together by community artist 
Austin Emery in 2014. It is made from 
Portland, Bath and various limestones and 
contains brickwork salvaged from London 
Bridge station and other reworked 
architectural pieces. It is called the Shared, 
in homage to another local development a 
bit to the north, the immense glass Shard, which you may have noticed before 
you started this trail.  
 
 
Walk on down Bermondsey St until you reach.... 
 
 
5 Numbers 68-78 
This is a mid 18th century terrace. The shop 
frontages at ground floor level are of typical 
width. Numbers 74 & 76 are 18th century 
timber framed buildings behind brick front 
walls.  Number 78 is older, a late 17th 
century building of brick and wood with 
stucco frontage and weatherboarded top 
floor. It is known as the Huguenot house. 
 
 
 
 
 
Continue until you see a turning on the right, called Tyers Gate. Turn right into 
Tyers Gate and walk along the north pavement to Number 8.... 
 
 



 
6 Number 8 Tyers Gate 
During an archaeological excavation at number 
8, a rare example of a knuckle bone floor was 
discovered. These were popular briefly in the 
late 17th century and early 18th. Bones, usually 
those of sheep, were driven into an earthen 
floor to give a hard surface, often also creating a 
decorative effect.  
 

 
 
Cross Tyers Gate, enter Leathermarket Gardens,  turn immediately right and 
walk on until you see the Village Hall on your right.... 
 
7 Leathermarket Gardens 
The gardens were laid out on the site of a 
tannery and warehouses that were destroyed 
by air raids during the Blitz of World War 2. 
Rubble from the Blitz was still on the site when 
the park opened in 1958, and probably forms 
the hummocks in the north west corner of the 
park, which have now been grassed over. 
 

 

Thomas Tyers was a 
successful Bermondsey 
Street woolstapler who 
lived nearby.  His son, 
Jonathan, born in 1702 
became an impresario, 
property developer and 
patron of the arts. He 
found fame as the 
manager of one of the 
most notable of the 18th 
century pleasure 
gardens, Vauxhall 
Gardens.  

Bermondsey was 
famous for its leather 
trade. Queen Anne 
granted it a charter in 
1703. By the 19th 
century, tanneries 
covered the area. Skins 
and hides were soaked 
in tan pits.  Lime, dog 
dung and other noxious 
substances were used 
to tan the leather, 
creating the pungent 
smell for which the 
district was notorious.  
The trade disappeared 
from this area by the 
1980s. 



 
A park shelter was provided which included a 
memorial to  Dr Alfred Salter, a dedicated local 
doctor and MP and his wife Ada, a local Councillor 
and Mayor. both were committed socialists and 
active in social reform in this area from the 1890s 
through to the 1930s. The original shelter was 
replaced in the late 20th century. 
 
 
 
 
Walk north past the Village Hall and up Kirby 
Grove until you come to.....  
 
8 Snowsfields  

The name derives from the ownership of 
the land by a Mr Snow. In the 18th 
century, it was used as a tenter ground 
where cloth was hung between posts to 
dry, held in place by tenter hooks. Today 
it still has a characteristic terrace of 
Victorian shop frontages. 
 
 
 

 
On the south side of Snowsfields, you can see the brick-built.... 
 
9 Guinness Estate 
The handsome blocks of the Guinness Estate date from 1897-8. They were 
built by the Guinness trust, as part of a 
programme of work initiated by 
Edward Guinness, great grandson of 
the founder of the Guinness brewery. 
They were designed to house those 
who found themselves unable to 
afford a decent home. The top two 
floors were removed in the 20th 
century.  

Social conditions in 
Bermondsey were truly 
dreadful in the 19th century. 
Water was contaminated, the 
air was heavily polluted, 
disease was rife and life 
expectancy was 38 years. Many 
religious, charitable and 
political groups and individuals 
came to the area to help 
improve the people’s lives.   



Now look at the opposite side of Snowsfields and you will see.... 
 

10 Arthur’s Mission and Ragged School 
A plaque commemorates the establishment 
of this mission on this site in 1893. The 
engraved stone on the building reads ‘Feed 
My Lambs’  and relates to one of the many 
Missions set up in an attempt to alleviate 
poverty in the 19th century. The ragged 
school had been here from at least the mid 
19th century. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 1894, the Illustrated London News 
devoted a page to the Ragged Schools’ 
Jubilee, reproduced below, which included a 
drawing of the Snowsfields ragged school in 
its previous building. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ragged schools were run by charities 
and offered free schooling to 
children whose families were too 
poor to pay. They used whatever 
buildings could be found including 
stables, lofts and railway arches. 
Teachers were often local working 
people and the syllabus covered 
reading, writing, arithmetic and bible 
study.   

Missions and settlements were set 
up in the 19th century to help 
improve living conditions in poor 
areas. Missions were religious, often 
with an emphasis on temperance 
(no alcohol). They offered religious 
support and practical help. 
 
Settlements on the other hand 
attracted people from privileged 
backgrounds, often from 
universities, to share the lives of 
working people in poor urban areas. 
Their focus was on improving lives 
through education and 
empowerment. 



 
 
  



Walk west along Snowsfields and turn left down Ship & Mermaid Row, a very 
old cobbled lane which used to run past the Ship & Mermaid pub. It will bring 
you out on Weston St. Turn left (south) and walk to the junction with 
Leathermarket St. On the corner opposite you’ll see.... 

 
11 The Leather, Hide & Wool Exchange 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This was described as an ‘an ornament to the 
district’ when it was opened in 1879.  It was 
designed by George Elkington, a well-known 
local architect and Surveyor. Atlas figures and 
unique carved roundels, showing various 
aspects of the leather trade still decorate the 
exterior frontage. The interior had Minton tiles 
and central heating, with a ground floor sales 
hall and glazed roof space. Leather products 
could still be bought here until the late 1980s. It 
has now been converted into offices and the 
Leather Exchange pub. 
 
To the right of the Exchange building is an arched ntrance, walk in and through 
to the courtyard. You are now in what was..... 

 
12 The Leather Market 
A Leather Market was established here in 1833. A quadrangle of warehouses 
stood to the west (by Weston St) and an arcaded 
open space to the east. The arcade was divided into 
bays which were used for purchase and sale of 
skins. Units 8 and 9 on the south side are believed 
to be part of the original structure. The buildings 
have now been redeveloped into offices. 
 

When Henry Mayhew, a 
renowned journalist, visited 
Bermondsey in 1850, he 
noted signboards for all sorts 
of specialist trades relating to 
the leather industry including 
dealers in bark, tanners, 
curriers, French tanners and 
curriers, leather-dressers, 
morocco and roan 
manufacturers, leather 
warehousemen, leather sellers 
and cutters, hide salesmen, 
skin salesmen, fellmongers, 
tawers, parchment makers, 
wool dealers, wool dyers, hair 
and flock manufacturers, 
dealers in horns and hoofs, 
workers in horn, glue makers 
and neat’s-foot oil makers’ . 



Turn right out of the courtyard and back into Weston St. Turn left (south) and 
walk to the junction Long Lane. Turn right along Long Lane and walk a little way 
until, on the other side of Long Lane, you see Staple St with Aylesford House on 
the corner. Outside it,  you can see.... 
 
13 Railings made from World War 2 stretchers  
In 1940, during World War 2, vast quantities of metal were needed to make 
aircraft, ships and weapons. There was an active campaign to collect any metal 
that could be spared to contribute to the war effort. That included many street  
railings, which were cut down. During the war, especially during the Blitz, 
wardens used metal stretchers to carry the wounded to safety. The stretchers 
were made of steel and mesh, robust, functional and easily kept clean. After 
the war, when the stretchers were no longer needed, many, like these, were 
turned back into railings, a neat example of recycling. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Turn back the way you came and continue 
east along Long Lane a few hundred yards 
until you come to.... 

 
14 The Simon the Tanner pub 
The name of this pub is another reference to 
the leather industry. The building, in London 
stock (yellow) and red brick dates from 1829. 
It is mentioned in accounts of 19th century life 
in Bermondsey. It has recently been bought by 
a local charity to enable it to continue to 
operate as a pub and prevent it from being 
turned into flats. 
 
Continue east along Long Lane until you see.... 

  



15 Hepburn & Gale (later Barrow, 
Hepburn & Gale) 
Hepburn and Gale were one of the largest 
of Bermondsey’s many leather processing 
firms. The building dates from the 1870s 
and has attractive cast iron colonettes at 
the windows.  By the 1920s, two firms, 
Samuel Barrow of the Grange Tannery, 
Hepburn and Gale of Long Lane and the 
Royal Oak Tannery of Royal Oak Yard on Bermondsey St, had amalgamated to 
form Barrow, Hepburn and Gale. 
 
 
 
Look across Long Lane to the children’s playground which is on the site of.... 
 
16 Quaker Burial Ground 1697 
Many Quaker tradesmen and those 
connected with riverside industries were 
buried here. A listed section of wall with 
engraved stone tablet can be seen on the site, 
which was converted into a park and 
children’s playground in 1885. 
 

 
 
Walk east along the north side of Long Lane past the junction with Bermondsey 
Street and you will see Bermondsey Square open up on your right. Cross Long 
Lane at the pedestrian crossing and walk into the square, the site of the 
entrance to.... 
 

The Quakers are a Christian religious 
group which broke away from the 
Church of England in the 17th 
century. Because the group would 
not conform to normal religious 
practice, it was not allowed to meet 
in The City and so had to look for 
burial grounds outside the City of 
London where they could gather to 
bury their dead.   



17 Bermondsey Abbey 
The high ground amidst the 
surrounding marshes was called 
Beormund’s Eye in Saxon times and 
by the 8th century there was a church 
on it. After the Norman Conquest in 
1066,  a priory was established here 
in 1082-9 by monks from a Cluniac 
monastery in France. There is an 
information board describing the 
monastery where you turned into 
the square. The footings of the south-west tower of the Abbey were revealed 
in the archaeological investigations of 2006-7, and can be seen under glass in 
Del Aziz restaurant in Bermondsey Square. 
 
More recently the square has been used for.... 
 
18 Bermondsey Antiques Market 
In 1949 the antiques market which had been based 
at Caledonian Road near Kings Cross moved to 
Bermondsey Square, and is sometimes still called the 
New Caledonian Market. The antiques trade 
followed and many local warehouses were filled with 
antiques selling to the trade and to the public. All 
that remains now is the early Friday morning 
antiques market in the square. There is also a 
Farmers’ Market on Saturday mornings and other 
occasional markets.  
 

 
 
Retrace your steps out of the square and westwards to the junction with 
Bermondsey Street. There you will see on the north wall a.... 
 
 

The antiques market had 
an ancient privilege that 
anything purchased 
became absolutely yours 
even if it turned out later 
to have been stolen 
previously.  



 
 
19 Drinking fountain – 1859 
 The gift of Henry Sterry  (1801–1873), a local GP, 
surgeon and philanthropist. One of the earliest 
examples of the provision of fresh water in an 
attempt to combat the water-borne disease that 
was prevalent in the area. 
 
Turn the corner into Bermondsey Street and 
immediately on your right (east) side you’ll see.... 
 
20 The Watch House 
Built 1810-12, the Watch House was used by parish officials who kept law and 
order and protected churchyard graves. It was originally one of two matching 
buildings, the other housing the charnel house (for bones) and parish engine. 
There were ‘parish cages’ to house wrongdoers on either side of the original 
buildings.  In the early 20th century, the Watch House was used for some years 
as the office of Mrs. Ashford’s laundry. It is currently a coffee shop. 
 
Just north of the Watch House, find a 
gateway on the right and walk in under 
the trees to.... 
 
21 St Mary Magdalen Churchyard 
The churchyard was used intensively for 
burials from the 17th to 19th century. 
Among the memorials are several listed 
table and chest tombs. The churchyard was closed by order of Council in 1845, 
converted into a public recreation ground and has been a public park since 
1882/3. 
 
Burials include the 18th century Rolls 
family graves of ancestors of C.S.Rolls co-
founder of the Rolls- Royce motor 
company. A fountain commemorates 
James Buckingham Bevington of Neckinger 
Mills is inscribed JBB. He was a senior 
member of the internationally known local 
family leather business of Bevingtons. His 



son, Samuel Bourne Bevington was the 
first mayor of Bermondsey. The Gaitskell 
family vaults are in the yard behind the 
church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Turn back the way you came and walk out of the churchyard. Turn right on 
Bermondsey Street and find the.... 
 
22 Wall painting 
The second watch house has been replaced by a  trompe l’oeil copy on the 
Rectory garage wall.   
 
Continue  a few steps to the north and stop outside.... 
 
23 St Mary Magdalen Church 
The church dates from the 13th century which makes it the oldest building in 
Bermondsey. There are still elements of the medieval building at the base of 
the tower. The church was used by the local population, who were not 
permitted to worship in Bermondsey Abbey. St.Mary Magdalen church is still 
used for worship.  
 
In the 17th century, the church structure became unstable and in the period  
1676-0, it was largely rebuilt, by Charles Stanton, incorporating two Norman 
capitals from the remains of Bermondsey Abbey. The galleried interior 
resembles the style of Wren’s City churches of the period and retains its 17th 
century character.  
 
It was later remodelled in informal 
Gothick Revival style by George Porter 
in 1829-30. The chancel was 
lengthened in 1883. The church 
contains hatchments (paintings 
associated with funerals) of the 
Gaitskell family. There are many other 



memorials to local notables, include leather traders and woolstaplers, 
including Jeremiah Riley, whose family owned a house and land near the 
churchyard. 
 
The Bermondsey Lion is a feature inside the church. Unfortunately, this lion 
has lost the top of the pole which traditionally holds an abbot’s mitre. 
 

 
 
The Bermondsey Lion is depicted next to the front door of the Old Rectory 
building just north of the church. 
 
Walk past the Old Rectory, and on the same side, you’ll see a building once 
used as.... 
 
24 Time & Talents Settlement 
Time & Talents was part of the late 19th century and early 20th century 
Settlement Movement. Founded in 1895 and originally sited in Bermondsey 
Square, Time & Talents moved to this site and was rebuilt by Sir Reginald 
Blomfield in 1907-8 in the Arts & Crafts style. 
The Settlement was especially important for 
young women working in the many factories in 
the area, and offered a library, sewing classes, 
gym classes, crafts, cookery and reading room. 
It also maintained a rest home for holidays in 
Kent and a hostel was built in Abbey Street in 
1913. Time & Talents still functions today 
though not from this site. It occupies the Old 
Mortuary at St Mary’s church in Rotherhithe 
and runs many activities to improve the lives 
of local people. 
 



Continue walking north up Bermondsey Street until you come to Newham’s 
Row on the right. In this complex of warehouse and factory buildings was.... 
 
25 Christy’s Hats 
The firm was founded by Miller Christy in 1773 and in 1788 moved to empty 
warehouses in Bermondsey Street. It became an internationally recognised 
manufacturer of hats for the police force, schools, Tower of London 
‘Beefeaters’ as well as bowler hats,  top hats, pith helmets, fez and, during 
WW2, flying helmets.  
 
 
 
Continue along Bermondsey Street until you see a large 1970s industrial 
building on the opposite side of the street.... 
 
 
26 White Cube Gallery 
The industrial building was 
renovated and designed by the 
Casper Mueller Kneer practice as an 
art gallery, part of the White Cube 
group. It includes 3 major exhibition 
spaces, a 60 seat auditorium and a 
bookshop. It is open to the public, 
free. 
 
 
Continue along Bermondsey Street  until you come to the park on the right. On 
the opposite side from the park, you’ll see.... 
 
 
27 Numbers 124-130 Bermondsey 
Street 
Group of Georgian terrace houses 
dated 1828.  
 
 
 
 
Turn into the park.... 



 
 
28 Tanner Street Park  
This area  was originally part of land 
belonging to Bermondsey Abbey, 
the site was later used as a tannery. 
It was purchased to accommodate 
Bermondsey Workhouse .  This was 
an austere and formidable building, 
established in 1791, extended in 
1844 and finally demolished in 
1925. It was used during World War 
1 as the King Albert’s Hospital for 
Convalescent Belgian Soldiers No.5. When the  Workhouse was demolished, 
the sale of the building and land from nearby St.Olave’s parish church raised 
funds for the construction of a play and sports ground. This had space for 
cricket, tennis and football. Other facilities included a Tudor style shelter with 
caretaker’s office and changing rooms. The recreation ground was formally 
opened in May 1929 and was most recently renovated in 2003. 
 
 
Continue north up Bermondsey Street until on the left you see.... 

 
 
 
29 The Woolpack 
The Woolpack is a successor to at least 
two earlier, similarly named pubs in 
Bermondsey Street, their names yet 
another reference to the importance 
locally of the wool trade. The current 
‘Woolpack’ dates from the early 19th 
century.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carry on along the street and on the right you’ll see the bright colours of....  



30 The Fashion & Textile Museum 
The Fashion & Textile Museum was founded 
by Zandra Rhodes DBE, in 2003 in a former 
carpet warehouse. The conversion to current 
uses was designed by Mexican architect, 
Ricardo Logaretta. The Museum is run by 
Newham College, it has a changing series of 
exhibitions and offers courses in fashion and 
textiles and jewellery. 
 
 
Continue north along the street until you come to.... 
 
31 Number 65 Bramah House 
There is a plaque in the lobby which reads 
“Constructed in 1898 as a tea warehouse, this 
building – and others throughout London – used 
hydraulic lifting gear invented by Joseph Bramah. 
Bramah was also well known for his patented locks, which were required for 
the safe-keeping and storage of tea, at that time an expensive commodity.”  
 
Continue along the street (north) until you come to.... 
 
32 Numbers 47-63 
These restored buildings were formerly a pub (number 63) a 
purpose built police station (number 59), and a tannery and 
warehouse(numbers 55 and 47). The railings are original. 
The police station was designed by Charles Reeves, the first 
architect for the Metropolitan Police. The basement of 
number 47 was used in the 1960s and 70s as a rehearsal 
studio by the Rolling Stones, The Faces and Jethro Tull. Pink Floyd rehearsed 
Dark Side of the Moon here.  

 
Continue north up Bermondsey Street until you reach the 
railway viaduct where this walk began.  
 
 
 
We hope you have enjoyed seeing some of the interesting 
buildings and landmarks of our vibrant and historic area.  



 


